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to it. " I will never change/' declared Louis XV. In these
circumstances Louis XVI ascended the throne. It was now
hoped that system would displace caprice in the royal councils;
for, as Mirabeau wrote a few years later," Order and constancy
are more necessary for good government than great talent." 1
It was not to be expected that the tenacious old judges of
parlement would acquiesce passively in their fate. From the
first, pressure was brought to bear on the young King (he was
very conscious of his inexperience and awkwardness) to recall
the old parlement. Maurepas, his chosen counsellor, advised this.
Maurepas was disinterested. When called to the King's counsels
he refused to accept any salary. He accepted the duty simply
out of desire to serve the King and the public good; but he
had not the necessary strength of will and courage to break down
opposition and face unpopularity. The upshot was that after
months of hesitation Louis XVI signed the papers for the
recall of the parlement of Paris, and was present in person at
their restoration in the Palais de Justice, November 12, 1774
—a public reversal of Louis XV's " jfe ne changeraijamais"
The recall of the parlement entrenched once more in power
the most obstinate opposition to the reform of the ancien regime.
A shrewd spectator said that the King had laid "the first
stone of the Revolution." 2 Maurepas did not look upon the
recall as an act of indecision. It was before this time that he
gave the King a lecture on will-power. " The indecision in
which you leave men's minds to float lowers the prestige of
your Ministers and leaves business in suspense/* " Yes,"
agreed the harassed monarch, " it is necessary to decide, it is
necessary to change the Ministers."3 Thus galvanized to
action, he signed the papers for dismissing Chancellor Maupeou
(the opponent of the parlements) and the Abbe de Terray,
Controller-General, a clever but superficial and dissolute man.
In their places he appointed Miromesnil (a good provincial
judge) as Chancellor and Turgot, who had been for some time
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